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I n t er n at ion al  GCSE/  Ed ex cel  Cer t i f i cat e Fr en ch   

Un i t  1 :  List en in g  

Ex am in er  Rep or t  

Can d id at es’  r esp on ses t o  sp eci f ic q u est ion s 

Qu est ion s 1 - 3   La f am i l le  

I t  was ext remely rare for one mark to be lost  across these three quest ions.   

Qu est ion s 4 - 6   En  v i l le  

There were only one or two cases where a mark was lost  across these three 

quest ions.  

Qu est ion s 7 - 1 2   Le r èg lem en t  sco la i r e  

An overwhelm ing majority of candidates were able to recognise the whole 

range of school rules, with very few except ions indeed. Devoirs was marginally 

less well known than the other items.  

Qu est ion  1 3   Les t r an sp or t s 

This quest ion required candidates to insert  responses, using words or numbers.  

A high degree of success was recorded in v irtually all cases. Candidates 

possessed a clear knowledge of vocabulary relat ing to forms of t ransport , 

numbers and opinions. Cent res are clear ly emphasising the learning of 

targeted vocabulary as part  of their overall teaching and learning st rategies.  

There were however a few candidates who seemed unable to secure the mark 

relat ing to t ime of day, even though it  was a relat ively st raight forward 

example. Two examples of t ransport  forms were required in part  13( iii) , with 

the principle of bus causing very few diff icult ies. A few more candidates found 

it  diff icult  to contend with the idea of m étro, perhaps unfam iliar  with this 

means of t ransport . I n part  13( iv) ,  it  was pleasing to note that  m ost  

candidates found a comprehensible means by which to convey the issue of 

“ lack of comfort ” , generally by reference to pas confortable. Ambiguit y was the 

main reason for which this part icular mark was not  secured, although even this 

was relat ively rare.   

Qu est ion  1 4   Mon  o r d in at eu r  

A clear knowledge of adject ives relat ing to the use of a computer at  home was 

required in this quest ion. Emphasis was equally placed upon the need to 

discr im inate between posit ive and negat ive opinions. Maximum m arks were 

achieved in a significant  number of instances. The pract ice of taking t ime to 

reflect  before responding meant  that  many candidates succeeded in avoiding 

the dist ractors on offer for each item. This ability to process an ent ire sentence, 

rather than a single word, was in evidence in a large number of cases.  

All items were correct ly ident if ied by most  candidates, although some items 

did prove to be more accessible than others. I tems 14( i) , ( ii)  and (vi)  were the 

most  successful. I n 14( i) , despite the presence of a plausible dist racter, 

candidates were able to ident ify the correct  colour. Equally, it  is pleasing to 

report  that  candidates were generally able to ident ify bon and m auvais as 

potent ial responses in 14( iii) , before opt ing for the former. I n 14(vi) ,  most  



candidates made the link between grande vitesse during the recording and 

rapide on the Quest ion Paper. The three remaining items only proved 

accessible where candidates had a secure knowledge of core vocabulary 

relat ing to this specificat ion.   

Qu est ion  1 5   Viv e le  sp o r t  !  

Overall, candidates responded well to this quest ion, across all three items.  

15( i)  was the most  successful. The recording contained some more complex 

vocabulary. Candidates equally needed to contend with addit ional tenses, 

negat ives, modal verbs, pronouns and infinit ives.  

15( i)  A significant  majority of candidates were able to establish the link 

between se faire t rès mal on the recording and dangereux on the Quest ion 

Paper. For such a high percentage of candidates to secure the mark for this 

item is indicat ive of regular pract ice of sim ilar  task types. 

15( ii)  Once again, most  candidates were successful. Some were however 

unable to match drôle with the adject ive am usant . This would suggest  that  

some candidates would need to prior it ise the acquisit ion of a broader range of 

everyday synonyms. 

15( iii)  Most  candidates made the connect ion between dorm ir  and fat igant .  As 

per 15( ii) , most  but  not  all candidates seemed to be fam iliar with synonym/  

word fam ily pract ice tasks.  

Qu est ion  1 6   Le log em en t   

Candidates seemed fam iliar with posit ive and negat ive phrases, perform ing 

well across this quest ion. I tems 16( i)  and 16( ii)  were the most  successful.  

16( i)  A significant  majority of candidates were correct  in not ing that  there was 

no evidence of posit ive comment  in the recording, even though Sophie had 

actually planned to purchase the apartment .   

16( ii)  This was a clear case of one posit ive and one negat ive statement  being 

made by Saïd, with a significant  majority of candidates ext ract ing this m ixture 

of v iews.   

16( iii)  Although most  candidates were successful, the presence of the word 

inconvénients in Malika’s account  may have led some candidates to conclude 

that  her comments were not  ent irely posit ive.  

16( iv)  I n most  cases, candidates were successful in ext ract ing the principle of 

m êm e si from the recording, but  the mark could st ill be gained without  

knowledge of this.  

Qu est ion  1 7   Les in f o r m at ion s 

Candidates were required to contend with complex vocabulary and st ructures, 

ident ify ing dist racters which offered seemingly plausible alternat ives. There is 

clear evidence, from the overall success rate across this quest ion that  cent res 

are t raining candidates to reflect  before offering a response. I tem 17( iv)  was 

part icular ly successful.  



I n 17( i) , most  candidates made the link between d’aut res pays and à l’ét ranger , 

indicat ing a knowledge of two items of more complex vocabulary within a 

single response. This was equally the case in 17( ii) , where knowledge of two 

complex items of vocabulary was needed to secure the mark. 

I n 17( iii) ,  the link between capt ivée and intéressantes was made by a small 

majority of candidates.  

Despite having to discount  other informat ion before meet ing the correct  

response, candidates were more successful in item 17( iv)  than across the 

other items within this quest ion.  

I n 17(v) , although candidates were required to navigate a range of tenses and 

negat ive clauses, most  were able to respond correct ly and were not  dist racted 

from the task by this complexity of st ructures.   

I n 17(vi) ,  whereas three dist inct  forms of m edia were ment ioned during the 

recording and indeed offered within the answer opt ions, most  candidates 

steered clear of both dist racters.   

Qu est ion  1 8   Un  Noël  au  Can ad a 

Overall, candidates performed well across quest ion 18.  They needed to 

navigate a range of complex vocabulary and st ructures, whilst  at  the same 

t ime ensur ing that  dist racters were circumvented.  

Please note the following, in respect  of the correct  response opt ions:  

For opt ion A, candidates needed to process informat ion presented in different  

ways, as a negat ive was used on the Quest ion Paper, but  not  on the recording.  

Choice of Opt ion D indicated that  candidates had grasped the inference 

relat ing to the amount  of space occupied by the sapin, once it  had been placed 

in the salon.  

Opt ion F conveys the father’s role in prepar ing the meal, as per recording. 

Opt ion H is dependent  upon candidates establishing the link between invitées 

and accueillir .  

Opt ion J establishes the connect ion between gourm ands and m angent  t rop. 

By choosing opt ion L, candidates had understood that  Henri would not  be 

leaving Canada in future years.  

Qu est ion  1 9   Qu el le  car r ièr e ch o isi r  ? 

This is an unt iered examinat ion, quest ion 19 target ing grade A*  level 

responses. I t  is therefore most  encouraging to report  that  v ir tually all 

candidates made som e at tempt  to respond. This is a t r ibute to the excellent  

guidance and pract ice given across cent res. I n some instances, less confident  

candidates were able to secure occasional marks on this challenging quest ion.  

 



Candidates had clear ly been advised by teaching staff to be m indful of the very 

brief responses offered in the examples. This was evident  in the concise nature 

of most  responses.  

19( i)  and 19( ii)  were interchangeable. 

There were three correct  responses available here, from which candidates 

were expected to select  two. Many candidates were successful in the first  item, 

bearing in m ind that  the response had to be precise in relat ion to the length of 

the j ournée. Candidates who conveyed the low rate of chôm age gained a mark, 

as did those who were specific in terms of what  was intéressant  in terms of 

being a teacher.    

19( iii)  Once again, candidates were awarded with a mark in cases where they 

conveyed the volume of copies à corr iger  or the large number of réunions. 

Either of these pr inciples was essent ial in order to obtain the mark. Candidates 

somet imes seemed to base their responses upon prior knowledge and opinion, 

rather than gather ing the evidence from the recording. These instances were 

rare, indicat ing once again that  candidates have been taught  to offer responses 

reflect ive only of the recorded material.  

19( iv)  and 19(v)  were interchangeable.  

To secure both marks, candidates needed to convey two ideas:  the uniqueness 

of each working day and the opportunit y to help others. Whereas many 

candidates dealt  effect ively with both st rands of the quest ion, some placed their 

response in the wrong column of the gr id, so the mark could not  be awarded.  

This happened in more cases this year than dur ing the two previous series.  

Perhaps at tempt ing to be concise, a small m inor it y of candidates offered 

insufficient  informat ion to be awarded certain marks. More candidates than in 

the 2015 ser ies made efforts to express the response in their own term inology.  

This somet imes led them away from an acceptable response. 

19(vi)  and 19(vii)  were interchangeable. 

As part  of the response, several incorrect  spellings of bureau were offered, but  

these did not  usually impede communicat ion, so the mark was awarded in most  

cases. Candidates did however need to be precise in terms office based police 

work. A small proport ion of candidates were successful in conveying the 

principle of police officers not  always being appreciated by the general public.  

I n this instance, concise answers were usually more effect ive than those where 

the candidate wrote a full sentence. Offer ing addit ional detail is not  always in 

the best  interests of the candidate. 

Ad m in ist r at iv e Mat t er s 

As per the two previous series, cent res are to be commended for their 

excellent  standard of adm inist rat ion. 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies  

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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